STATEMENT FOR PACHA

My name is José Demarco, and I am a member of ACT UP Philadelphia and the AIDS Policy Project. The AIDS crisis is worsening, and black, brown and yellow people are dying by the millions. 

Their deaths are preventable. To continue fighting over drug company patents while millions die is a testament to American greed and capitalism. AIDS drugs can be made cheaply. If this pandemic were taking place in Europe, this problem would not exist. 

During the anthrax scare, when five people died, 8,500 people were dying every day of AIDS, all preventable deaths. Drug company patent laws applied to poor, black, brown, and yellow people in developing countries—but in the US, Cipro was made available to all who needed it—and if the anthrax problem worsened, you can be sure that the US government would solve it, regardless of patent laws. 

This speaks directly to the racism and corporate greed of American pharmaceutical companies and the lip service paid to the dead and dying by the United States government. There is no excuse for this greed and racism while millions suffer and die horrible deaths. There can be no drug company patent laws that are more valuable than one human life. American pharmaceutical companies have locked the medicine cabinet on dying people globally until they can pay or die. God bless America.
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