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December 7, 1997 

 
 
The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House  
Washington, DC 20500 
 
Dear Mr. President,  
 
The Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS urgently recommends, based on 
an examination of extensive scientific research, that a determination that needle 
exchange programs effectively reduce HIV transmission and do not increase drug 
use be made by Secretary of Health and Human Services Donna Shalala 
immediately.  The Council has made several recommendations of this nature during 
the past two years to no avail. The most recent Congressionally imposed 
moratorium prevents federal funding of any programs until April 1, 1998, and 
requires the Secretary to establish a framework for the implementation and funding 
of any such programs. The guidelines for needle exchange programs as part of a 
continuum of HIV prevention and substance abuse treatment programs, should be 
developed during the remaining months of the moratorium in consultation with 
affected communities and exchange service providers.  The debate at this time 
should no longer be if, but how, needle exchange programs should be established. 
The Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS strongly recommends that the 
determination by the Secretary on this issue occur before January 27, 1998. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this important matter. 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
[original signed on December 7, 1997] 
 
R. Scott Hitt, M.D. 
Chair 
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